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forth once more, having lain at Talcahuano for nearly five
months. Von Spee's squadron had been annihilated off the
Falkland Islands on December 8th, and though the exact where-
abouts of his sole remaining ship, the Dresden, were still unknown,
the coast was thought to*be clear. As a matter of fact, the
cruiser had crept out of her hiding-place in the Tatagonian
Channels sixteen days earlier, and was at this time not far from
the entrance to the bay, where she was no doubt apprised by
wireless from the shore of the movements of all shipping. Luckily
the yacht's departure was delayed at the last by some parting
arrangements, and she left port some hours later than had been
intended ; in the interval, according to information subsequently
received, another ship went by, the cruiser captured her and
went off. Thus did Mana pass by in safety, and before she
reached Easter Island the Dresden had met with her doom at
Juan Fernandez.

March 15th was a joyful day, when the yacht at length turned
up all safe and sound. We rapidly decided that the best thing
we could do would be to let the British Representative in Chile
kaow at once of the call of the Eitel Friedrich, and of the use
made of the island by the Germans, more particularly as there
were recent reports from' more than one quarter that a vessel
with two funnels had been seen off the island. A despatch was
therefore written for our Minister at Santiago, and" Mr. Gillam
was instructed to hand it with a covering letter to the British
Consul at Valparaiso. The enemy might turn up any day, and,
in view of the gossip there had been about the yacht when they
were here before, it was obviously desirable to maintain secrecy
as to her whereabouts. No one save the Sailing-master, there-
fore, was informed of her destination; she lay for two nights off
Hanga Roa, and on the third morning she was gone. On her
arrival at Valparaiso the Consul requested Mr. Gillam to take the
despatch himself to Santiago in order to answer any questions
in his power; this he did, and had a long interview with the
British Minister. We have subsequently received kind acknow-
ledgment from the Admiralty of our efforts to be useful. The
yacht then returned to the island,1 where we had been doing
last things, including finishing off our excavations, in whiclx we

1 Mantt made seven trips in all between, Chile and Easter Island, travers-
ing, in this part alone of her voyage, over 14,000 miles on her course.